
The Minister’s letter.  

Dear Friends 

I marvel at the way in which new insights into the gospels are found when being 

with children.  Very recently in JaM, we looked at the story in Mark 2 v 1-12- the 

story of the paralysed man who was let down through the roof to be healed by 

Jesus.  

Reflecting on this story there is something to be gleaned about mission as defined 

in Matthew 28- “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.” 

 Christ brought a compelling message of redemption and hope, which He 

shared in a manner that drew people to hear it, so much so that the door-

way was blocked and there was no way that the paralysed man could be 

brought by his friends to the feet of Jesus, but they were not about to be 

deterred. DO WE FEEL COMPELLED TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS AND 

HOW RELEVENT IS WHAT WE PROCLAIM TO THOSE BEYOND OUR WALLS? 

DO OTHERS FEEL DRIVEN TO COME AND HEAR THE MESSAGE? IF NOT 

WHY NOT?  

 They were aware that Christ’s presence was about transformation within 

and without; they knew that their friend had to be brought to the feet of 

the Saviour if he was going to benefit from the new life promised. DO WE 

FAITHFULLY BRING THOSE WHO ARE STRUGGLING, IN PRAYER TO 

CHRIST?  

 Yes, they were initially thwarted in their mission, so they used collective 

discernment and what can only be described as an element of “creativity” 

such was the drive within them to have their friend restored to fullness of 

life. ARE WE PREPARED TO THINK CREATIVELY AND SET DESPONDENCY 

ASIDE? DOES DESPONDENCY SAP OUR ENERGY? 

 The group that brought their friend made a sacrifice in terms of physical 

strength, and effort. Carrying him up to the roof of the building and then 

making a hole in it, could not have been a straight forward process nor 

quite the convention, and they probably knew they would risk the wrath 

of the home owner but they were not going to be deterred. ARE WE 

PREPARED TO TAKE RISKS IN MISSION AND HOW DRIVEN ARE WE TO 

HELP OTHERS ATTAIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST?  

 The friends worked as a team with a collective vision in mind, with them all 

playing their part in their mission to help their friend-all sharing the load -

all sharing in the responsibility. ARE WE PREPARED TO ENABLE EACH 

PERSON TO SHARE IN MISSION AND TO FIND A SHARED VISION TO CARRY 

TOGETHER? ARE WE PREPARED TO TAKE RISKS IN MISSION?   

The men succeeded in bringing their friend to the feet of Christ through sheer 

determination and vision, and left a gaping hole in the roof! But did that really 

matter? Did the hole that appeared overhead and became wide enough to lower a 

stretcher through, become the window of light within their souls? Did they leave 

that place with the level of urgency that the four men came with, determined to 

tell the good news of the gospel of Christ?  How are we going to share the good 

news of Christ in our communities? I pray that the windows of light for our souls 

will be flung wide open and the breath of the Spirit will embolden us in sharing the 

gospel message! 

With every blessing- May the peace and love of Christ be with you all.  

Dcn. Selina Nisbett 


